
JOHN VIRGIL “JACK” FISHEL, JR 
JANUARY 20, 1938 — JANUARY 17, 2023 

John Virgil “Jack” Fishel, Jr, 84 of Arcola, IL passed away 

peacefully, surrounded by family, at 9:31 AM on Tuesday, 

January 17, 2023, at Carriage Crossing Senior Living in 

Arcola, IL. 

Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 1:00 PM on 

Sunday, January 22, 2023, at St. John the Baptist Catholic 

Church in Arcola, IL. Father Angel Sierra will officiate. 

Burial will be held at a later date in the Arcola Cemetery. 

Visitation will be held from 3:00 PM to 6:00 PM on 

Saturday, January 21, 2023 at the Edwards Funeral Home, 

221 East Main St., Arcola, IL. 

Jack was born on January 20, 1938 at Dr. Fishel’s office in 

Arcola, IL. He was a son of John Virgil, MD and Florence 

Mary (Brown) Fishel. He married Lynda Kay Warfel on 

December 27, 1958 in Arcola, IL.  

 Survivors include his wife, Lynda of Arcola, IL, five children, John Virgil Fishel III and his 

wife Loretta of Arcola, IL, Jeff Fishel and his wife Toni of Arcola, IL, Jim Fishel and his wife 

Chris of Arcola, IL, Amy Jo Mueller and her husband Bob of Belleville, IL, and Ali Keller and 

her husband Brett of Bloomington, IL; eighteen grandchildren; thirteen great grandchildren; one 

sister, Carole Renfro of Nashville, TN, and eight nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, and one sister, Mary Allington of California. 

Jack graduated from Arcola High School in 1956. He attended the University of Illinois and was 

in the Army ROTC until he transferred to Eastern Illinois University where he received his 

bachelor’s degree. 

He was a member of St. John the Baptist Catholic Church in Arcola, IL. Jack also served on 

many boards, in and around Arcola, over the years. 

Jack was on the Arcola City Council for many years and served as Mayor of Arcola. He worked 

for the US Department of Labor. Jack retired from the US Department of Labor in 1996 with 

over 30 years of service, his advocacy and respect for hourly wage earners remained steadfast. 

Following his retirement Jack owned and operated Fishel Real Estate for several years. Jack 

became part of the Distinguished Alumni of Arcola in 2020. He and Lynda have been active 

supporters of Illinois agriculture throughout their lives. 

A resident of Arcola nearly all his life, Jack loved all things Arcola. He was a master of reading a 

room and leaving everyone and every place better than he found them. In his 20s, a chance 

encounter with a traveling stranger he opened his home to, evolved into a lifelong relationship 

that is extending through the new generations. Jack highly esteemed the work ethic of that 

migrant worker, and so many others who followed his path, contributing to the beautiful 

diversity found here in Arcola today.  His deep love for the Hispanic culture was best expressed 

watching a Puerta Vallarta sunset next to his cherished, Lynda.  

Other highlights of his life would have to include his years as a competitor, but most especially 

as the iconic purple-clad fan sitting atop the press box throughout the legendary Thomas-

Bradford era cheering his sons to State Championships, an eventual son-in-law and a grandson 

on to State Championships. Oh how he will enjoy the view from his heavenly press box as he 

cheers for the next generation of his Fishel grandchildren who currently walk the halls.  
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Jack had many passions and nourished his soul in an eclectic array of locations throughout his 

life. He shared his heart with the Embassy bowling leagues, at Arrol’s pharmacy and coffee 

shops, with cribbage and euchre buddies, at the Kaskaskia country club with “The Gangbangers” 

to name but a few of his treasured places and people. Perhaps most sacred to him was his hunting 

property in Charleston, running deer camp for his less-equipped sons and hunting companions. 

Oh how he loved the outdoors! And a reciprocal relationship that was…dogs, birds, deer, 

squirrels, iguanas, you name it!, were all better fed and happier in his presence.  

Jack waited to depart this earth until his great grandson Jalen Jack Fishel was born earlier in the 

morning of January 17th, 2023. 

The Fishel family would like to express our deep appreciation to all the staff at Carriage 

Crossing of Arcola and Transitions Hospice for their excellent care provided to Jack. 

Memorials may be made to the Arcola Foundation in memory of Jack Fishel and may be mailed 

to: Arcola Foundation, P.O. Box 100, Arcola, Illinois 61910. 

 


